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1911 — Detail showing the inner Oak Cliff Boulevérdp first proposed in George E. KesslerBlan for Dallas’
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_ THIS IS THE PLAN FOR KESSLER BOULEVARD TO ENCIRCLE OAK CLIFF.

g s KESSLER BOULEVARD.

One of the most ambitious plasis for city beautification that has been evoived in the movement to improv ity of i ived 1 ; irtie of g
: > r T ¥ i s prove the city of Dallas is that conceived by moving spirits of Oak Chii in
iw!:nl;:sd iordadlgroari %thlet—-.;lrd to ::_aczrclehtihTs sect_w‘:; mdoat‘ :Pgl .;sfamehrime sake a connectipn from the viaduct-to the Dallas-Fort Worth pike. This is a section of the boulevard]
piha -and discussed 1 the meeting Geld last sight in Qak Chif, which w1s attended by many of the men who are in the front of the effort to make ¢ ity pla f Dal t
best city plan possibie. Y e effort to make the city plan of Dallas tne“
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The Dallas Morning News: 12of June 1921, page 13—showing a segmeni of O#lBBlilevard south of Jefferson

Kessler Parkway and Kessler Boulevard

Jim Barnes 20 February 2008 , with pictures ddae minor revisions,"6may 2017

Toa great extent the Kessler-Stevens district weeasted in three rapid steps taken between 1921 9iztel
First, a Boulevard and Parkway were routed; th&a,dgolf courses were opened; and third, four regide
subdivisions named “Kessler” and “Stevens” werdteth Though major traffic arteries were addedrland
newer subdivisions have opened in each succeedirapd, the basic character of the lower CoombeskCre
valley was established during this relatively bpefiod.

The “Kessler Boulevard” (now called “Coloradowevard”) and “The Kessler Memorial Parkway” were
invented by famed landscape architect George Esl&ies They were proposed conceptually in 191d,raore
specific routes were mapped during the spring @fl19After Kessler’'s sudden death in 1923, a fresfzy
deification-by-newsprint accelerated developmeiithe new residential district, situated along tbensc traffic
corridors Kessler had conceived, opened by 1925.

In his comprehensive 1911 master plan for thigeecity of Dallas, George Kessler proposed agiig
boulevard loop around all of Oak CIiff. It was dabed in brief verbiage with an accompanying fitaon. The
only segment actually built was the stately Oalff@®oulevard heading south from Sunset High Schiian
turning east at Burlington, grand wide easemermtsttitay have no apparent reason. The loop “parkwa
boulevard” was a planning device Kessler had engaayuite successfully in his 1893 design for KarSias It
was widely published and much sought-after, regkiatenany cities.



In 1918 Kessler returned to Dallas and speversl years working on implementation of the lafgeets of
his 1911 plan. During that period he was hireddsign the path, between Beckley Avenue and D&origiis
Coombes Creek boulevard and parkways. Thoughthliracross the Trinity from downtown Dallas, the
Coombes Creek valley was then still covered by evimhwoods along its slopes. West of Beckley thlg mads
ran along Sylvan, Edgefield, and Wheatland Roaddémno Plymouth and North Oak Cliff Boulevard). lasva
peninsula of green surrounded by expanding urbaoizaln June of 1921 Kessler, accompanied byetitee
Board of Commissioners, two civil engineers, andl. IStemmons, formed an automobile caravan and edabe
concrete Houston Street Viaduct to explore Kesslaroposed routes. They were able to drive onbyiaa mile
west into the forest along the route Kessler predder his “boulevard”, traveling up what is nowe@nbriar
Avenue. “The Dallas Morning News” reported that tbutes for two “parkways”, running along bothesiaf
Coombes Creek, were impassable to their cars. diBtigct was repeatedly cited as being one oftlost scenic
landscapes in Dallas County. Kessler exhortegbtidic that the time to act was at hand, that dienal beauty
of the area might well be lost forever if lands geaot quickly set aside for preservation. Shatter Kessler's
death, the City and the landowners initiated action
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The Dallas Mornlng News3Bof July 1921 —showing George E. Kessler's raljgan for the Boulevar and Parkwas

Half of what Kessler proposed in 1921 wasendowilt. A never-built “Stevens Parkway” runnifigm
Beckley along the north side of the Coombes Creekeatering the Stevens Park Estates along a Hd@vide
right-of-way now demarked as Atlantic Avenue wasnpoted in a newspaper map of 1929. In the lat®495
most of that north creek bank was finally procupgdhe Dallas Fort-Worth Turnpike (Interstate 3Uhe great
boulevard loop proposed in 1911 circling grandlyGgombes Creek and back down Cedar Creek (pagpthe
was discussed for decades but never completegho&¥d fragments show up on ancient neighborhodas Ita
Elmwood’s and Wynnewood'’s. Efforts seem to haweseed after the extension and widening of HamptcedRo
and the sudden creation of the Fort Worth Cut-State Highway 1B now called “Fort Worth Avenue”)rithg
the 1930s. Just prior, Kessler Parkway had begpoged as the link to the new Commerce Street ¢tadn
effort to provide a beautiful automotive shortautbi downtown for the western transcontinental higithen
entering Dallas along Davis Street (US 180). Odtsolvere the sedate carriage traffic of an 189FHauCity
parkway and the 15 mile per hour Sunday drivelénautomobiles of the 1911 Dallas elite. Nothing
Kessler's vision had anticipated the unnatural atigr of future high-speed roadways.
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George Kessler's routes for boulevards and parkways OO0
(superimposed over a 2003 street map)

Y

(from Kessler's "A City Plan For Dallas")
mmmm 1921 routes
("Dallas Morning News", 3 July 1921)



