
The First Incorporation of the City of Oak Cliff, Texas: 1890 
 

     "...confusion and disagreement over what Oak Cliff's boundaries are and should be 
were rampant even at this earliest of dates. On Feb. 21, 1891, the City of Oak Cliff 
[ordained by the County Commission on October 6th, 1890 following a 392 to 37 vote 
balloting on September 27th] was dissolved by the local courts. Mrs. S.E. Pollard, a farm 
owner, sued to void the incorporation claiming the boundaries took in too much 
uninhabited territory. A second election was held June 9, 1891 to shrink the City of Oak 
Cliff boundaries...to incorporate a 3.5 mile area instead of a 10 mile area. Only 19 people 
voted against Oak Cliff becoming a city." 
 
Bill Minutaglio & Holly Williams, The Hidden City: Oak Cliff Texas 
Elmwood Press and The Old Oak Cliff Conservation League; copyright 1990, p.82 
 



 
 
 

 


