WEST DALLASPUBLIC SCHOOL

James D. Barnes,"Januarn2026 — last revised 8th January 2026

~Dalias News Staff Pholo,

This 40-year-old school building at Windomere and Castle still serves students
of Sidney Lanier, Seventeen rooms of the huge old structure take part of the
pressure off a modern-but-too-small new building just north and adjoining at
1400 Wa]msley. 2% of March 1954Dallas Morning News *
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Above appears the only photograph | have ladée to find of théVest Dallas Public School building. | recall reading
somewhere that it had been designed by architewgd&. Flanders and built in 1894 — facts whicimIreow unable to
document but which seem to be corfeds | recall, this building was demolished in thil-1970s.

A vote by the West Dallas neighborhood tamporate a school district was initially annullecthe Courts, but eventually
the proposition was re-balloted, passed, and baeds sold for the new schobdlThat's the most organization this suburban
neighborhood would ever accept — craving indepeceland freedom from municipal taxation.

What appears above is both the original 1882k fabrication, seen on the left, plus extensnterior remodel and addition
in 1914, seen on the right(The camera was pointing northwest from the coofi€astle and Windomere.) James E. Flanders
was living nearby at the time this building was stoucted, practicing architecture in an office awasitown Dallas®> The new
building was placed on a site inside Rlanders Heights addition. It seems highly improbable that anyeotarchitect would
have been employed to design this new neighborkoldol building.

My guess is that this West Dallas Public Sthwilding originally had a sloped tile-shingleofe- similar to other schools
designed by James E. Flanders.
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1905: John Reagan Elementar hoI; aII
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1893: Oak Cliff High School



SIONEY LANIER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
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Detail from a 1922 Sanborn Insurance map 6 I'De{ail froma 1950 Sanborn Insurance map !
showing the 1894 brick West Dallas Public School showing the old brick West Dallas Public School building and
building with its 1914 addition wing. the 1948 Sdney Lanier Elementary School building which replaced it.

West Dallas Public School was calledrariousother namesiest Dallas High School, Western Heights Public School, then
Sdney Lanier Elementary School.

My research findings about this building disappointinglysparse. | am unable to fianydeed wherebthe West Dallas
school corporation evidbought this siteqr whereby James Fland eversold t).

The lasWest Dallas High School class graduated in June19272 The City of Dallas, at first hesitating when itcbserec
that West Dallas school corporation was in ¢, nevertheless went ahead and annexe Western Heigh neighborhood into
the City of Dallas thayear.” Western Heights' school system was annexed intB#tlas Independent School system at
time.'* TheWest Dallas Public School building, then 32 years oldemained in usfor only theelementar grades, under a new
name:Sidney Lanier Elementary School .**

Land to be used as adjacent new school site was purchased in and 194€> Dallas architedvlark Lemmon was hire
to design axewbuilding for Sdney Lanier Elementary School in 19461 The new buildingwas opened fcuse in the fall of
19491 It had been planned for thid brick building to be demolishedhen tlis newSdney Lanier schoolopened, but the
population of the arehad growrso rapidly thaa few classrooms in the old bung continued in ustor years afterwar'®

Historically, the man Sidney Lanidrad been known as a p« a onetime literature professor John Hopkins University in
Baltimore; buthe had also served agrivate in th Confederate armyTherefore in the fall of 2021he school's name w
changed tdesus Moroles Expressive Vanguard. *°

Earlier schoc buildings had been in the William Coombes Survey. Puldication was one of the first progre
established bthe Republic of Texas. achool would havstartedhere for the children of William N. Coombes shosdfer he
arrived in 1843. The most famousthoseearlier public schosin this neighborhood weMount Airy Academy (or theMount
Airy schoolhousg, first mentioned by ame inthe Dallas Morning News in 18¢6, *” and probablyserving until the 1895 opening
of the threestory brick West Dallas Public School. Multifunctionally usec as a public schodlpr Sunday church servic, as a
local election polling place, aras theassembly hall for community meegs, it seems to have givéime neighborhood its short-
lived Mount Airy name. There are no drawings or photograjf any of these earlier school buildii; nor are their exac
locations know, though there is sketclgwidence that th&lount Airy Academy might have stoodlon¢ the south side of Fort
Worth Avenue somewherdetween Willomet and Chapp®

(End)



FOOTNOTES:
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1954-March-2%: Dallas Morni ng News; page 9; by William Allen WardOak Cliff Schools Make Comebacks.

1895-August-18; Dallas Mornng News, page 16West Dallas School Board.

1892-February 2% Dallas Morning News; page 3fRecords of the Courts— The Courts approve a school district incorporaétection.
1892-July-18; Dallas Morning News; page 16West Dallas Votes. — School tax referendum passed.

1892-August'8 Dallas Morning News; page 3An Interesting Law Suit — A lawsuit is filed, citing election irregulass.
1892-September-1gDallas Morning News; page 7Advertisement — The lawsuit is heard in Court.

1893-April-2¥ Dallas Morning News; page 8;Advertisement.--The first election annulled by the Court, a setis planned.
1893-July- 1% Dallas Morning News; page 10Advertisement. — A second election is planned.

1893-July-18; Dallas Morning News; page 12].ocal Notes. — Second West Dallas school election is scheduled

1893-August'3 Dallas Morning News: page 8\West Dallas Election. — perhaps erroneously, the vote is 40 to 1 agains
1893-October-19 Dallas Morning News; page 8\West Dallas Election. -- The election reportedly passes overwhelmingly
1914-September-10Dallas Morning News; page 13Advertisement — seeking bidders for West Dallas School constnavork.
1914-September-1% Dallas Morning News; page 18\estern Heights School Opens — the new school is expected to open within 6Gday
1894- September'lDallas Morning News; page Advertisement.

Detail from: 1922 edition of ti#&anborn Insurance maps, Dallas, Texas; Volume 5; Sheet 582.

Detail from: 1950 edition of ti&anborn Insurance maps, Dallas, Texas; Volume 5; Sheet 582.

1927-June-% Dallas Morning News, page 13Four High Schools Conduct Commencement Exer cises.

1927-May-28; Dallas Morning News; page 13Western Heights Denied Annexation.

. 1927-09-07Dallas Morning News; page 3 School Area Allotted to City System.
. 1939-October-21 Dallas Morning News; page 13Attended Old West Dallas Schools.
. 1938-March-23 Dallas Morning News; page 3Board Buys Land to Enlarge Tract at Forest School.

1945-November Y4Dallas Morning News; page 7School Deals Get City OK

. 1946-November-1% Dallas Morning News; page 5New School Seen as Public Center.

. 1949- September-24Dallas Morning News; page 20pen Houses to be Held by New Schools.
. Same ahllote 1 above.

. Wikipedia.com (internet site accesset! 8anuary 2026); article on: "Jesus Moroles".

. 1886-August-27 Dallas Morning News; page 8{_ocal Notes.

1886-October-1b Dallas Morni ng News, page 4\West Dallas Itens.

. 1887-June-28 Dallas Morni ng News, page 7West Dallas.

(End of Footnotes)



