Robinson Family Cemetery

James D. Barnes,"&\pril 2026 - last revised TApril 2026

Looking northeast into the Robinson Family Cemetery in year 2012 *
Located on the south side of the alley between Ilainid Stafford Streets, east of North Willioméapprox. 32.770%; 96.8388W)

Robinson Family Cemetery the graveyard for Major Benjamin Franklin Ramon and his family, who left their Missouri
home in Westport (now part of Kansas City) and twudg@ acres on this hilltop in December of 1872 first daughter,
Margaret S. Robinson died at age 27 on fhef3ctober 1873 and was buriedLia Reunion Cemetergn Fish Trap Road
about a mile to the northwest. Planning to releder grave to his private land, her father hadva grave dug for her here, but
then discovered that his daughter's burial had Heeded and its markings washed away. Meanwhiksecond wife, Helen
Jane (Acock) Robinson, died on tHeé& January 1879; and B.F. Robinson then burie@itiglbody here in the grave originally
dug for their daughter. There was another bueaéhn 1879, the grave of an infant granddaugMargaret Helen Robinson
(1879-1879). We don't have a precise date fodkath, but these two 1879 graves mark the begirofitige Robinson Family
Cemetery Benjamin F. Franklin, family patriarch, dieddiyears later, on thd"®f January 1884, at age 77, and was buried
inside the family cemetery alongside his secone wifelen.

Unmarried teacher Willie Blanche Robinson diedhe 4 of February 1909 and was buried in Bxebinson Family
Cemetery The Robinson's remaining land in West Dallasnitasibdivided into the plat of tHiRobinson Additiomntil May
1909 -- after Willie Blanche Robinsons's dead®tobinson Family Cemetewyould have already been a fixed location around
which the new geometry of streets and alleys hdmbthited. The subdivision plat did not definspecific cemetery; instead the
graveyard was included, without notation, at the & one of the residential lotsThe death of Willie's brother, D.A.
Robinson, in September of that same year 1908vided another burial in tHeobinson Family Cemeteryloday there is a
tombstone for Agnes Pearl Robinson: infadretbout which there is no reliable information.nmiight have been the original
burial of the Agnes Earl Robinson (1907-1911). BHested in the family genealogy but her tombst@now in Pleasant
Mound Cemetery. Perhaps her burial was moved out of the Robinsonilly Cemetery.

For more than a century tRebinson Family Cemetespurvived as a separate little enclosure at theafeaot 11, Block 2 of
the Robinson Addition. Robinson Family Cemeterwnoovers approximately 40 ft. x 20 ft. (~800 4g. MWhen | first visited,
around year 2000, an unlocked gate faced southe &outhwest corner of the cemetery, accessedtiyng down the
driveway beside a house at 1019 Mobile Street. riiéi@ southern portion of lot was later purchaseat, old frame house
demolished, and two new townhomes were built orfrthr@ part of the lot around year 2020. RobbabiRson and his wife
Janice, of Mesquite, have recently undertaken ahitee neglecte®Robinson Family Cemeteryl' hey obtained its historical
marker.® A new fence with a new public access gate thrahgtalley preserves this "l @entury relic of West Dallas history.
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Robinsonfamily r esidencs:

According tothe family's accounBenjamin Franklin Robinson (18-1884) had been serving in the Confederate army \
he wasafflicted by a disease resulting in eyes loss He moved temporarily to Me), Texas; returning to his home
Westport, Missouri (now part of Kansas City) atteg war. Finding conditions for Southern sympatszxtremely difficu,
B.F. Robinsorthensold his Missouri properties and moved to Dallasi@@p, Texas, where latn year 1872 he bought twel
acresalong thebrow of the hilltopacross the Trinity River floodple from the booming town of Dallas

A The family built their new homestead at what is r@t Fort Worth Avenue. It is remarkable that wiBlenjamir
Rohinson was so blind he could no longer practice (d4otally blind"), he selected a site whose chief attritwas its
magnificent view. For farminhe hadadditionally bought acreage in the David Hunter Survey, wesbady's Vilbig Roac

B: The small Robinson family house was moved to wh#day 1015 Mobile Street. The Robinson Familjn€ery is
located about 50 feet west of the backyard of ltlease location. It is uncertain whether movinghbase, or starting ttburials
in 1879,occurred first

C:. Benjamin Robinsc's wife Helerhelped organize the area's residents to form adBtafrChrisicongregation, and h
daughter Willie B. Robinson startecachingschool in the family homeSoon a newMt. Airy Academ" building was erected
on the opposite side of the Fort Worth Rcused for both the churdervices and school classes during the 1.

D: Youngest child Frank Menteith Robinson and his witdtie Jane (Locke) Robinsreturnto West Dallas in 1894 d live
thefinal decade of their lives atLl022 Seale Street. The hoicontinued to be occupi by their daughter Maybelle Ewir
Robinson, who lived there until the end «er life in the 1975. | am certain when that hou on Seale Stre was initially
constructedFootprints for both the house at 1022 Send the house at 1015 Mobile illustrated in the 1922 edition of ti
Sanborn Insurance maps. Neither house remaindistatoday

E: During the 1920Frank and Hattie Robinson's ot daughter, Hattie Frank (Robinson) Chur¢, and her husband J.

Churchill builda new "yellow brick" houset 1009 Fort Worth Avenuayhere they liv most of the remainder of their live

Though alteredand wth new construction nosituated on its origindbng front lawn that house remairstanding today.
Their sorRalph Churchill once remarked that as a the cove behin1022 Seale Stregtas callec"Indian Hollow'.
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1922 edition of Sanborn Insurance maps; Dallas, Tes-- detail from Sheet 582, Volume 5.

Chain of title for the Robinson Family Cemetery:

An unofficial compilation of site ownership history

1843-1867: William Nelson Coombes (1803-1867) arrives herenfi¢entucky in 1843, and reportedly buys this laridol had been claimed a
year or two earlier by first permanaihite Settlerdlabel and Charity Gilbert — an original claim agatly sales transaction for which | have
found no surviving records. The Coombes laterdiklaim for this square mile under the Petergi@oland grant program; but, as was typical
for that slow procedure, their final patent ofetitt headright to the chain-of-title— is not grahtmtil 1855 (Vol. F, page 390). Meanwhile an
unpaid debt William N. Coombes left behind in Keaktyiis brought to Dallas by an agent seeking pagm€oombes does not pay. With a
possible lawsuit looming, in 1849 William Coombedishis square mile land claim to son Isaac N.r@lmes, though in the record William's
second wife Rachel Coombes complaiviel( B, Page 130) About a year and half later, son Isaac then sld®slsouth half of the William
Coombes Survey's square mile back to his step-mBthehel Yol. B, Page 488) Isaac Coombes dies in1854. The lawsuit to cbtfee unpaid
debt from Kentucky finally prevails in a Dallas eouCoombes still will not pay. Probably unawérat the land title had already been
transferred to other ownership, the Dallas Coutigr# then sells an unlocated 120 acres out oktheh half of the William Coombes Survey at
an 1857 auction on the Dallas Courthouse stépk E, Page 618.Jhe Coombes refuse to voluntarily locate a setttegrheundary-line.
Subsequently, a new lawsuit, now over land titfegdrs in the courts from 1858 until the end ofryE266, when appeals end at the Texas
Supreme Court with final judgment in William Coonsbavor. William dies shortly thereafter. Hisstiwife's estate had never been settled.
The entire family agreed to a partition of the beuh half of the William Coombes Survey in 1867 (MG page 135). By that 1867 partition
accord, son L.G. Coombes receives ~108 acres ingulde site of the future Robinson Family Cemetery
1868-February-28th: L.G. Coombes sells this ~108 acres to his bratie. Coombes. (Vol. K, Pages 372).
1871-March-29th: Z.E. Coombes sells ~ 80 acres of this to Texas asec John H. Steverf¥ol. O, page 121).
1871-August-J: Dr. John H. Stevens (alone) sells 12 acres in tiéawest corner of his ~80 acre tract to Thomaskétaand J.D. Kerfoot
(Vol. O, page 385).
1872-December-21:Kerfoot + Walker then sell those 12 acres to Bamij Franklin Robinson, who has recently arrive®allas County. (Vol.
S. page 38)Various Robinson family members live at varioushp®ion this 12 acre site for more than a centusnaérd.

In an affidavit dated 220of August 1914, Frank M. Robinson remarks thanJohKerfoot's name is often been misstated asftiedt
(Vol.616, page 517).
1872-October-1": Meanwhile Dr. John H. Stevens and his wife Magnistrong) Stevens sell a half-interest to the ieing ~68 acres of the
~80 tract John Stevens had purchased in the Wiltaombes Survey to Mary's father, Reverend Samumab#ong (Vol. R, page 466). Dr. John
Horace Stevens and his wife Mary Katherine (Armmag)dStevens are the namesakes of todétg'sens Park They live, along with Mary's
parents, Samuel and Eliza Armstrong, and her stethvr, Dr. William Hora Armstrong, at a new farnaise they had recent built at today's
Middlebrook Place
1877-March-18" Eliza A.H. Armstrong, wife of Reverend Armstrodigs on this date according to an affidavit by daegMary A.
(Armstrong) Stevens Stephenson (Vol. 129 page & .dies intestate. She has a surviving sonpoamarriage, John Chappell. Her estate
has no probate administration. These becomes$atctwnderstanding a later deed signed by Revekemdtrong to Maybelle Robinson and her
sister Willie Blanche Robinson; and eventually bees kindling for a larger lawsuit between survivdaughter Mary (Armstrong) Stevens
Stephenson and widowed daughter-in-law Ella V. @bip
1877-April-13": Dr. John and Mary Stevens, along with their fafiertner, Reverend Samuel Armstrong, sell a tiitarg2+ acre parcel to
Benjamin Franklin Robinson -- the property extegdsiouth down the hill from the family's original &2re tract to the Fort Worth wagon road
(Vol. 35, page 182).
1879-January -3': Helen Jane (Acock) Robinson, wife of BenjamiRBbinson, died and became (apparently) the finsabin the Robinson
Family Cemetery. A grave had been dug on the Roiproperty to move the burial of daughter Marg&rdRobinson (1846-1873) here, but her
grave's original 1873 burial marker in Fish Trapr@eery had washed away and the body could notlbeated; so, the empty new grave was
used for Helen's burial instead. Margaret Helehifson, an infant daughter of Dr. R.G. Robinson kaisdvife Mary Elizabeth (Winston)
Robinson, Robinson now has a Robinson Cemeteryegiane now "1879-1879". Most likely her burialuebhave been later during that year.



1883-May-8" Benjamin F. Robinson sells all 14 acres of hiflisivh Coombes Survey land, both the 1872 initia¢lwe acre purchase from
Kerfoot + Walker and the adjacent two acre 187 Cipase from the Stevens + Armstrong, to his unntdaighters Maybelle Robinson and
Willie Blanche Robinson (Vol. 64, page 158).

In this deed their ownership is undivided, but fitle will pass to the survivor after the firstatk of either.

Benjamin Franklin Robinson then dies at age 77herst of January 1884, and is buried in the family cemet

1884-Ju|y-30h: The three surviving brothers — R.G. Robinson, DRAbinson, and F.M. Robinson the reiterate the &allee same 14 acres to
their sisters Maybelle and Willie Blanche Robinsdmran only imagine that this was intended tdegtbssible inheritance questions (Vol. 65,
page 582).

1884-August-238": Signing as $urviving husband of Mrs. Eliza Armstrong, DécReverend Samuel Armstrong reiterates his 18&7afahe
same 2 acres to sisters Maybelle Robinson andé/MlliRobinson. Again, | can only imagine that weaended to settle possible inheritance
guestions (Vol.72, page 272).

1887-November-18: Frank M. Robinson reiterates the deed transf@dBfluly 1887, explaining that he had signed it whemvas under the 21
years of age. (Vol. 83, page 541). This is thedtdeed granting this same 14 acre tract(s) to Misyland Willie B. Robinson. Frank M.
Robinson was born on the"™af September 1865. While minors in Texas can kand title, to sell land title it is (presently)yaired they be at
least 18 years of age.

Though it does not pertain to the Robinson Ra@emetery site, it noted here that Maybelle Rebmand her sister, Willie Blanche Robinson,
sell five acres off the east side of their 14 amet to G. King Meyr on the 3of July 1884 (Vol. 67; page 256). And they sk# temainder of
the two acre triangular tract along Fort Worth Awerto J.A. Bishop on the 2f January 1887 (Vol. 92, page 35), with its magg "release”
affirmed on the 28 of May 1894 (Vol. 168,page 242.)
1895-May-31" Mabelle Robinson dies at age 35 years old. Hst Will & Testament leaves all her property to $ister, Willie, who
administers her estate. (Dallas County Probatddil Maybelle Robinson -- Case # 2078 -- which feamd in PDF format online at théNT
Portal To Texas Historwebsite in April 2026.) Her burial is in the Robon Family Cemetery. Full ownership of the 12aghe and her sister
had retained—including the cemetery -- goes toi&/il. Robinson.
1909-February-4": Willie Blanche Robinson dies at age h¢ Dallas Morning New&" March 1909, page 7Teachers Adopt Resolutions:
Pay Tribute to Memory of the Late Miss Willie Rabiri.) Her burial is in the Robinson Family CemeteNeither she nor her sister Maybelle
had ever married, neither ever had children. ¥idied intestate, it is stated by her brother Frardn affidavit dated ¥8December 1910 (Vol.
510, page 230).
1909-May-14": The plat of the Robinson Addition was filed by theee Robinson brothers into Dallas County Rec¢vtip Vol. 1, page 217).
Simultaneously a series of deeds allocated vataigsnside the addition. The existing cemeterg haen fitted into the north end of Lot 11,
Block 2, which was deeded to Frank Menteith Rohin@&ml. 447, page 362)Undivided ownership of the northeast corner, the i 1022 Seale
Street, was granted to Maybelle Ewing Robinson,J&gend her sister, Hattie Frank Robinson, agéwl@ daughters of Frank M. Robinson. In
Texas minors can own title to real estate. (Vol,4#hge 356). Various lots were also allocatderamk's other two surviving brothers, D. A.
Robinson (Vol. 447, page 363), and Robert G. Ramir{¥ol. 447, page 357). About 2/3 acre at thehweist corner was deed to Ed. Lauderdale,
who served as notary — possibly as payment forgpiregp plat and deed documents and making the §iliMpl. 447, page 364).

It is interesting to note that in 1913 FrankRbbinson signed affidavit (Vol. 594, page 535imich he states that his parents Benjamin
Franklin Robinson and his wife Helen Robinson higdl éhtestate, and there had been no administrapon the estate of either of them; further
that neither of his deceased older sisters, Mag/thtdlbinson and Willie Blanche Robinson had everigdr Then Frank M. Robinson states that
"B.F. and Helen Robinson left as their only heirtaat, their three sons, R.G. Robinson, D.A. Roliresad F.M. Robinson, this affiant, and their
two daughters, Willie B. Robinson and Maybelle Rsbin, neither of whom ever married. And he furassthat his father and mother left no
other children, or descendants of deceased childrdinis leaves me to wonder whether or not FraniRgbinson in 1913 is aware that he had
had an older step brother, John DeWilton Robind&834-1907) from his father's first marriage; orttha had a surviving nephew, ironically
named Benjamin Franklin Robinson (1858-1924), avgsibly a surviving niece, Fannie DeWilton Robingd855-?) — descendants of his father
who might also be legal heirs to his father's estat

Three of the children of Benjamin Franklin Robingta in year 1909. First, daughter Willie B. Radmn dies in February. Then her brother
Robert Gerard Robinson dies in August, in Hende@mmty where his Will was probated, accordingri@t#idavit filed by his brother the next
year (Vol. 510, page 230). The tombstone of R.Ghifson in Athens Cemetery, Henderson County, Teaagshe date of his death carved as:
"Aug. 27, 1909" (FindAGrave, 2026).

Thirdly, brother David Atchison Robinson diasSeptember The Dallas Morning New®ports that D.A. Robinson dies in West Dallas on
the 12" of September 1909 — 16 days after the death dirbibier in Henderson County. Sole surviving cbilds.F. Robinson, Frank, later
affirms in an affidavit that his brother D.A. Robon died a bachelor, and that he and the survihilgren who are heirs of R.G. Robinson are
the sole heirs of D.A. Robinson. (Vol. 616, pagé)33D. A. Robinson's is the last (known) burial indRson Cemetery.

Frank M. Robinson remains owner of the fgroémetery, living with his wife and daughters @22 Seale Street (Dallas City Directory,
1931 and later 1943 Death Certificate of HattiekeoRobinson). Frank M. Robinson dies ofi' Zligust 1932 and his remains are buried in
Laurel Land cemetery in Oak Cliff. His wife, HatBertha (Locke) Robinson, who is born in Palod@ounty, Texas on thd"®f June, 1874,
dies in Dallas County on the 2®f June, 1943 and her burial is also in Laureld_aemetery. (FindAGrave — April 2026)

1943-August-7": A long affidavit (Vol. 2425, pages 211-215) affis that Frank Mentieth Robinson died on Augusf @&andAGravequotes a
Death Certificate, with Frank's death having adyuaten on August 21and that his burial on August™@ He died intestate and there was no
administration upon estate, there being no negefssibne. It goes on to state that Hattie LodbRson also died intestate in Dallas County on
the 2% of June 1943 and there was no administration takémpon her estate. It states that Mabelle EX&olginson and Hattie Frank Robinson,
now wife of J.D. Churchill, were the only heirslafv of said Frank Metheith Robinson and Hattie Rebn, deceased, then lists the real estate
assets left by the death of F.M. and Hattie Lockbiffsson and divides the various tracts betweem thei heirs — except the cemetery, whate "
is mutually understood and agree that the said Misttie Frank Robinson Churchill, and Mabelle EwiRgbinson, shall each own an undivided
% interest in and to the cemetery lot, hereinaboeationed, and known as Lot No. 11, Block 2/4008jrigon Addition, addition to West Dallas,
on Mobile Street in the City of Dallas, Dallas CoynTexas.

It is possible that the estates of MabellerigWRobinson and/or Hattie Frank Robinson Churchéltle some sort of disposition to the
ownership title for this cemetery, but since Dallntral Appraisal District cites no further owr@pstransfer, | did not attempt to search for
further deeds in the Dallas County Deed Records: dil | search for Probate Case records of eNadrelle Ewing Robinson's or Hattie Frank
(Robinson) Churchill's estate settlements.
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(End)

FOOTNOTES:

Reference citations for real estate deeds, affisaand pertinent newspaper articles have beeth icitdhe text above, so will not be
listed again here as footnotes.

1. 2020-July-3%; Rachel StoneQak Cliff ADVOCATEcopyright Advocate Magazine; internet April 2026pages; Midden West Dallas
cemetery to receive historical marker

2. Harriett Sue (Churchill) Krayer has been a prinswyrce of information about the Robinson Family €ery. Sue happens to be a
childhood neighbor and Rosemont Elementary Schastmate of mine. Firstly Sue has verbally prosidith her personal recollections
about her grandparents, parents, and the Robimsuatery.

Sue Krayer has also provided me with a copy of fgpewritten pages dflotes about West Dallas — undated, unsigned. These notes appear
to be someone's initial "rough draft", containingrixs and "guesses" which | interpret that this intended for revision, never completed.

One statement in these pages recplistihg Grandma in Marg's graveby which | deduce that the author was (probablgyandchild of
Helen Robinson, the wife of Benjamin Franklin Ramin who was buried in a grave originally dug fdoungal of her daughter Margaret.

Another remark says that the cemetery tisadWned by School Teacher Granddaughter Miss MeeyB®binsoti — a statement which
doesn't seem aware that in 1943 the cemetery headjbimtly deeded to both Maybelle and her sistattiel, Sue's grandmother. From this |
presume that the grandchild who typed these nossswither Maybellen nor Hattie, but (more likedyghild of Dr. Robert G. Robinson.
Since Maybelle Robinson died in 1975, Hattie in@;9¥deduce that these notes were (probably)dtyysdween 1943 and 1975.

Sue Krayer further provided me with a copy of :
" Robinson Family History: Descendants of Gerrard Robinson™, by Robert W. Robinson, dated 1980, 25 pages -neaegical and
biographical history of the Robinson family in Ariga. The author appears to be the father of tHegblRRdRobinson was has recently been
providing caretaking work for the Robinson Cemetdfinding minor errors, | have written a sepalisteof corrections for this text.

This genealogy also refers to a family history artotitled” Our Ancestors', written by Maybelle Ewing Robinson, of unspedifigate
and unknown length. | did not receive, or readpy of her family account.

3. Settlement of the estate of David A. Robinson (8rigich") is left as a bit of a mystery.
The Dallas Morning Newseports his death on the™@f September 1909 in an article run the next de§09-September-13Dallas
Morning News, page 9West Dallas Farmer Diés Then nearly four full years later, in 1913-Astn1 2" Dallas Morning New, page 16,
"County and Probate Codurtthere is a short notice postecEstate of D.A. Robinson, dec'd; petition to probaikdismissed at request and
cost of applicant Four months last, on the 9»f January 1914 there is an affidavit by last ising sibling, F.M. Robinson, saying that
D.A. Robinson died a bachelor and died intestate during SepterhB@9, shortly after the death of R.G. Robinsof.M. Robinson's
affidavit then lists the heirs of D.A. Robinsonkasng himself and the surviving children of decedsether R.G. Robinso\Vol. 616,
page 536). On the same page (Vol. 616, page 53@sFW. Robinson and Richard Gano Robertson, &oR3G. Robinson, by
Quit Claim deed, for a price of $5.00, sell LoBIock 2 of the Robinson Addition to H.C. Haynesjoaturns out to be a Vice-
President at real estate title company. This afgpgossibly to be part of the settlement of thateof David A. Robinson. In
the Dallas County Probate Records, | looked thrabhghndexes of Vol. 9, 10, 12, 12, and 13, spamgears 1903-1920, and
found no listing of any probate proceeding for ammber of this Robinson family, including D.A. Regon. This somewhat
odd situation does not involve the Robinson Fai@#ynetery and | have researched no further.

4. FindAGrave burial of Agnes Earle Robinson (1907-1911); PAa@adlound Cemetery; Dallas County, Texas (April@02

(End of Footnotes)



