Cedar Valley Public School

«er: BENItOr Juarez Elementary
also: Cedar Valley Baptist Church

James D. Barnes " g@bruary2026 — last revised™Varch 2026

Underlined in red on this 1900 map is a synasdined as "church or schoolhouse". This ®adar Valley
Public Schoal Its building was also occasionally used asGkdar Valley Baptist Churchlts location was in the
northwest corner of the William Coombes Survey gltre south side diagle Ford Roadtoday's1500Singleton
Boulevard, about 1,200 feet (365 meters) east of toddytsg Road
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1900: Sam Street's Map of Dallas County, Texggagment from)
Red underlined "church or schoolhouse" was locat2d- miles west of the Dallas County Courthouse
at approximately: 32.7788l, 96.8440W
(Squares are houses occupied by owners. Triargéebhouses occupied by renters.)

Cedar Valley Populists

In the national election of 1896Papulistmovement split the Democratic Party, striving tpsart William
Jennings Bryan and political programs aiding Aneritarmers. The earliest mentions G6Edar Valley in the
Dallas Morning Newsppear at that time. A locaCédar Valley Populist Clubran candidates for local offices,
though they lost. At one point during this perdatk Scott (whose family cemetery is discussedvwilsee in my
history of the William Coombes Survey) served asr&ary of thisCedar Valley Populist Club

TheCedar Valleyname for this area was presumably derived frargtleat forest of trees along the floodplain
of the Trinity River, extending about a mile orheit side of the channel. That forest would haweed the
valley of the Trinity out to about where the westlEvee was built in the 1920s. Just beyond thbi¢y forest,
along today'sSingleton Boulevardoriginally calledEagle Ford Roajlwas prairie grassland, bottomland soils
ideal for planting but prone to flooding. The lasthat forest west-northwest of downtown Dalkasg theCedar
Valley name for this bottomland district north of the &eX Pacific Railroad tracks, disappeared afterl®@0s.
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1922:Sanborn Insurance mag of Dallas, Texas; Volume 5, sheet £ (fragment from
The "Cedar Lawn" name used here is incor; CedarValley Public School never went by that nal

Cedar Valley School

The earliest mention (Cedar Valley Scho in theDallas Morning New was in year 1902, when a Bap!
mission was held in the school buildi® The 1 acre site dhe schoohad been purchasé®m the Coombes
family by James D. Griffin, a lumberman, in 1¢.2 Griffin then soldit to John D. Cole in 189" | can find no
deed 6 Cole ever selling lis acre The date when the first school building wastton this 1 acre si is
unknown, but we can safely say it was there by year , when it appears cSam Street's Map of Dallas Cou.

In 1905 the student enrollment at the Cedar Vallghool wa<'184 White and no colore.> The great flood of
the Trinity Riverdamayed the facility in May of 1908.t was repaired, repainted, and its furnitul-varnished in
August before the new school testared® In 1908 the "school census" f{Cedar Valleyhad bee 216; in 1909,
after thegreatflood, it was 138. On the 1" of September 191the Cedar Valley Schoph wood frame buildin
50 x 75 feet in sizeburned downa fire 'believed to have beeniotendiary origir* (arson)®

Cedar Valley Scho wasa "common school district”" in the Dallas County lpzibducatiol system, rather than
a part of the West Dallas "independent schoolidts, which hadncorporated in 1893However n 1916West
Dallas Independent School Distt annexed the territory (Cedar Valley Scho and took ove its operation. The
first four grades, possy a fifth graddevel, would be taught a&fedar Valley Scho, it wasannounced in 19:
before classes started on September.®

InJuly 0f 1927, theDallas Independent School DistrannexecWest Dallas Independent School Dist,

with DISD announcin that it would rebuilcCedar Valley SchopWwhich had burned dowragain -- several
monthsearliel.™

1930: Fairchild Aerial photo survey of Dallas County, Tex (detail from)
Indistinct image othe Cedar Valley School building, standing along thatbaside of Eagle Ford Ro.
Foscue Map Collection, SMLibraries, from internet webpage (20:



Benito Juarez Elementary School

Firstmention ofa Benito Juarez Elementary Schin The Dallas Morning Nev appeaec in December of 1928,
whenBenito Juare reportedthe highest attendance rate of any school itDallas Independent School Distri*
Until 1934Benito Juare.operatedseparatelyat a totally differentocation fromCedar Valley Scho, a site along
Chihauahua Streenorth ofEagle Ford Roac*? (outside the William Coombes Sun). In 193 Bentio Juarehad
38 students whi Cedar Valleyhad 63> But the old floodplails population was growing rapidly after complet
of the newTrinity River levees. Miny of the new residents were Hispe

In 1934it was planned theall of the students (Benito Juarez Elementawere to bdaransferred to the o
Cedar ValleySchoolbuilding, while all the students Cedar Valle were to be relocated &gidney Lanie
ElementaryandCement City Schoollt's hard today to imagine Dallas so blatandgregating "Mexican" fror
"White" students, but that was clearly ethnic bias of that timeThe students transferring outBenito Juarez
were supposed to retain tCedar Valle name for their new dool building.** Theplan to obliterate tt Benito
Juarezname never worke Parents of White children Cedar Valle unsuccessfullly protested that in orde
walk to Sidney Lanier Scha their young children would have to cross the damgeiTexas « Pacific Railroad
tracks. A pedistrian tunnel under the railway wouldprovidedCounty Commissioners si.*> The transfer
between school buildingwent into effect in 193 Two years later Mrs. Anna Struck complairthat the influx
of formerCedarValley students hadvercrowded her nieghborhc Sidney LanieElementary Scho.'” At this
same timd-red Douglas Elementary Scho for coloredchildren was located only about 3 blocks southek
Cedar ValleySchool Thoughthese schoolhousistoodwithin short walking distan(s of each othetin the 1930s
it was unacceptable for White, Mexican, iNegro students tsharethe same school faciit

As the school year starton the 1" of September of 193&nrollment ofMexican students at the ne
Benito Juarez Schc (formerCedar Valle) jumped from 11 to 70 studer™® In order to serve the growir
Hispanic population of this area 1941 constructiostarted orthe St. Mary of Carmethurchat the southeast
corner of Vilbig and Singletc. It's Roman Catholiparochial school opened there in 1¢° As the area's
Hispanic population gre,Dallas Independent School Distrcontinued to ad ontoBenito Juarez Elementa

1950: Sanborninsurance map of Dallas, Texas; Volume 5, sheet £ (fragment from.
Benito Juarez Elementary School is still ca; CedarValley Public Schoabn this mag



Mrs. Robert's Class at Benito Juarez Elementary Sabol, 194(
From the collections of the Dallas History & ArchaDivision, Dallas Public Librar
Copyrights are retained by the Dallas Public Lipr@allas, Texas, U.S.,
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Benito Juarez Elementary Schoc

The Library'sArchives lista date "c. 1925" for this photo, bue authorof this articl¢ believes c. 1976 be more nearly correct.
From the collections of the Dallas History & ArchaDivision, Dallas Public Librar
Copyrights are retained by the Dallas Pt Library (Dallas, Texas, U.S..



End ofthe"separate but equatioctrine ofsegregation was mandated by unanimous decisidredf iS.
Supreme Court iBrown vs. Board of Educati in May of 1954. Dallas started planning integnatibut chang
was slow. In 190 the Dallas Independent School district annouiitsgalan to builca newLorenzo De Zaval
Elementary?®

The projected enroliment would "32 white, 164 blackand 283 Mexice-
Americans:' A lawsuit was filed complaining thatis newDe Zavala Scho would
only perpetuate segregatioDallas Independent School District countered th
order to receive federal funds fo-lingual education the school had to have gre
than fifty percent minority enrollmer® Television news at the tindescribed
Benito Juarez Elemente as ‘the worst facility in the Dallas Distric’, with
"inadequate restrooms, no cafeteria, open gas headed broken playgrour
equipment' ?* The neighborhood called ithe matchbokbecause of its all woc
constructiorf> In 1972 Federal Judge William M. Tlor Jr. of the Fifth Circui
Court in North Orleans ruled to permit the schastrett to proceed witl
construction oLorenzo De Zaval&* It opened in 19€.% Benito Juare:
ElementarySchoolwas then closed.

The Dallas Independent School District solicitedishiior the emptBenito Juarez
school property, but no orofferedto buy i.. ?° DISD decided to use the < as a
maintenance faciy, which it is today.

ADVERTISEMENT FOR SALE
Sesled bids for the sale of the

Benito Juarer Elementary
School Pro will be taken
the ilas independent

Schoct District, and each such .
bid shail state the pnce whnch
the bidder pr sggr
cash, and each such tud
accompanied by a good-fmth
deposit of a cashier’s check in
the amount of 10% of the sub-
mitted bid, payable 10 the
Dallas Independent Schoci Dis-
frict and resented and filed
with rd of Education
Secre'kar{_ 3700 Ross Avenue,
Dalias, Texas, jafer than
roo p.m,, March 1, 1963 All
se?leo 123‘25 maélad be

opened, abula and r in
pudlic on March 1, 1963 at 2:00

.m. in th= Board koom at o

oss A Dasi Texas.
NO bid less $175,000 will be
wm.dE' EG-

The which is the sub-

ma nerein is that which
s known as ‘he Benito Juarez
School

situated in Dallas, Dallas Eoun—
g Tems(and being located at

on Boulevard being
%r;p;rt City Block 7255.

property being offered for
ssie is described a.'?follows.

Part of CﬂZB
220.5'x 199’ x70’ x 148 .58°
xX0’'x347.58°; 84,902 sq. f1. more
or less, of land containin
13500 sq. ft., more or less, o
rmprovemenfs. and lden'h‘led
loaéiy as 1500 Singleton Boule-

The Board of Education re-
serves the right to reject any or
all bids. No bid will be consid-
ered which is not acccmpanied
by the requ:red earnest money
cashier's check.

1983:Dallas Morning Newsadvertisemer
The site had grown to almost 2 acres

school buildings enclosing 13,500 sc 27

2026: 1500 Singleton Rog, site of the formeCedar Valley Public Schorand then as8enito Juarez Elementary Schc,
seen on the righis still owned byDallas Independent School Distri-- now used aa maintenance facilit (photo by author)

First as the location (Cedar Valley Public Schc, then aBBenito Juare.Elementary Scho, now a maitenance

facility, this site habeen achool property for over 125 yes




Cedar Valley Baptist Church

Most of the history dfedar Valley Baptist Churcis located north of today's Singleton Boulevargdsamle the
William Coombes Survey's square mile, thereforsidetmy scope of research; but, early activitieshef
congregation were associated with @edar Valley Public Schodluilding and therefore this church will be
breifly discussed here. Like the Baptist congregds) south of the railroad tracks and up on tlcargsnent, an
earlyCedar Valley Baptisfjroup was cited iballas Morning Newstories. As early as 1902 it was announced
that the Sunday School of thiéest Dallas Baptist Churawould be Yeorganized and that Reverend A.M. Green
would "conduct a children's service at Cedar Valley Schéblit's unclear whether or not this was the samegr
as theWest Dallas BaptisChurchof Western Heights. A 1908 announcement adwesl@sprotracted meeting
... at the Cedar Valley Baptist Church, West D4lfddt's unknown exactly where thetturch building might have
been located, but the most likely possibility iatthh met inside th€edar Valley Schodiuilding.

Years later it was reported thafedar Valley Baptishad been established in 1929, and in 1948 had been
renamedFirst Baptist Church of West DalldS Like the Baptists in Western Heights, tBedar Valley Baptists
seem to have started and reorganized their neigbbdrBaptist church several different times. 183,%urial
rites atWestern Heights Cemeteigr 28 year old Marvin lvan (Buck) Barrow, infansautlaw of Bonnie &
Clyde's gang, were conducted by Rev. Frank Daflagtor ofCedar Valley Baptist Churct A brick church
building one block north of Singleton, at 531 Taamrstill stands wherEirst Baptist Church of West Dallagas
reported to be meeting until the mid-1979s.

(End)

FOOTNOTES:

1896-July-2°% Dallas Morning Newspage 8Cedar Valley Populists
1902-March-?: Dallas Morning Newspage 6Church Notes
Dallas County Deed Records; Volume 74, page 5186¥ril-12"; Elfeda (Coombes Mills and husband to James C¥fifGri
Dallas County Deed Records; Volume 179, page 2883-November-1"t: James D. Griffin and wife to John D. Cole.
1905-June-1"1 Dallas Morning Newspage 6Scholastic Census Figures
1908-August-12 Dallas Morning Newspage 14Much Work on County Schools.
1909-June Dallas Morning Newspage 5Gets Census Returns from Many Districts.
1911-September-T1Dallas Morning Newspage 15Cedar Valley School Burns.
1924-August 28 Dallas Morning Newspage 9West Dallas Schools to Begin Term Sept. 15.
10. 1927-July-28: Dallas Morning Newspage 13Board Back Adding West Dallas Atea
11. 1928-December-12Dallas Morning Newspage 6;Schools Gain 2,550 Students
12. Dallas City Directory 1933-1934; page 209 UNT 's internet sitdPortal to Texas Histoly
13. 1933-September-6Dallas Morning Newspage 5Enrolling Students Reaches 41,317 ....
14. 1934- Septembef®2Dallas Morning Newspage 7Public School Teach Staff of 1,048 Increased.
15. Same aNote 14above.
16. 1937- September-29Dallas Morning Newspage 3Parents Petition School Reopening to Save Children
see als0:1938-July-1¥; Dallas Morning Newspage 13Would Reopen Cedar Valley School
17. 1939-October'® Dallas Morning Newspage 10ust Nesters from School, League Asks.
18. 1938-September-1%5Dallas Morning Newspage 12Schools Enroll 40,582; Gain of 1,627 Made.
19. 2026; "About' tab on internet websitef St. Mary of Carmel; Dallas, Texabttp://www.smcparishdallas.org/aboutjus
20. 1970-July-8; Dallas Morning Newspage 12School Gets Name of De Zavala.
21. 1972-February-17Dallas Morning Newspage 1;Judge OKs Construction of 7 School Projects
22. 1972-November-1 WBAP-TV news report script; (via UNT 's interrgite: Portal to Texas Histoly
The WFAA news broadcast image madBetito Juareavas from 1971
23. 1980-SeptembeftiDallas Morning Newspage 1D Communities find new schools a dream come true.
24. Same aNote 2labove.
25. Same as Note 23 above.
26. 1983-March® Dallas Morning Newspage 13A$12 Million Offered for DISD Sites.
27. 1983-February 1Dallas Morning Newspage 84Advertisement.
28. Same aNote 2above
29. 1908-October!s Dallas Morning Newspage 4Revival in West Dallas.
30. 1948-December-TgDallas Morning Newspage 14Church Name Changed
1954-October'8 Dallas Morning Newspage 16Baptist Church In West Dallas Sets Anniversary
31. 1931-Augustt Dallas Morning Newspage 1Quiet Funeral Marks Finish to Barrow's Career ...
32. 1973-July-17: Dallas Morning Newspage 12Paint-Snuffing Law from Council Urged.
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(End of Footnotes)



