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This is generally the right area, though the peetisation of the schoolhouse is unknown.
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Mount Airy Academy was a public school located on the hilltop aldmg south side of the Fort Worth wagon
road (today's Fort Worth Avenue). For a coupldexdades it was the school for all the childrethefWest
Dallas nighborhood. Like many such early "one rammools", this wood building was also used askdigpu
meeting hall, voting poll, and church. By the @ifidhe 19" centuryMount Airy became a nickname denoting the
entire hilltop area.

TheWest Dallas Church of Christ (later called/MVestern Heights Church of Christ) usedMt. Airy School for its
early gatherings. During founding of the churchvjval preacher General Richard N. Gano led worgkidewn to
the freezing waters of Coombes Creek where 50 hapézed: For years after the school had closed and their
new 1890 church building was occupied on what-is-hwrth Winnetka Avenue, this congregation wag kging
calledMt. Airy Church of Christ.” 1n1891 ladies of the St. Paul's Methodist-Epist@hurch, located about 100
yards east, gave aécktie party" fundraiser inside th®lt. Airy schoolhousé.

Mt. Airy Academy was started by Willie Blanche Robinson (1856-19@3)aughter of Benjamin Franklin
Robinson (1807-1884). Their family moved from wisahow Kansas City to Dallas in 1872. Willie Radon
never married, never had children of her own, pens her life teaching the children of others. iteally held
school classes inside the Robinson family homéemorth side of the Fort Worth wagon road. Ralmn®cords
say, the next year alot was donated without deed, then the community erected a small frame school house and
painted it brown, where Willie Blance taught”. Like her father, Willie B. Robinson knew LatincaGreek, and
was an authority on literature and history. Shetevpmetry for recreation, published under the perenersia’.
Willie B. Robinson became one of the Examiners gmgrcertification to new Dallas school teachetdter
starting theMt. Airy Academy Willie Blanche Robinson taught school in the comities of Wheatland and
Jimtown, then ended her teaching career with yafaesaching third graders at Cumberland Hill Schenmioss the
Trinity River in Dallas.

The Robinson's family history notes locate guiSool building: &t present 900 block Ft. Worth Avenue".*
Land donated for a school site there was owneddwefend Samuel Armstrong (1809-1890) and Dr. Joéwvefs
(1824-1881), who lived about a mile west-southvaesvday'dMiddlebrook Place. It seems consistent with
Reverend Samuel Armstrong's past service as fogrdistee of the Tuskegee Female College, in Ala)am
become a patron of education again at his new liofiexas’



Standingin Fort Worth Avenuein front of the conjectured site of Mt. Airy Academy schoolhouse (April 2026- author)
Today this view is cluttered, but it still hints thie sweeping vista across the floodplain fidinAiry Academy in the 1880s.

Mount Airy Academy, in its day, was cited often as a venue for teaglpreaching, and politicking; yet now
information about the building and its site is seaand meager. My research has found no pictute Bfrst
mention ofMount Airy Academy is printed in théDallas Morning News in 1886° On the 2 of June 1888,
Samuel Armstrong and his daughter, widow Mary (Arotsg) Stevens, for $1,700 sell 6.38 acres of land
extending from the Fort Worth Road south to ther@loes Creek, to school teachers P.A. Sidell and V.W.
Teagarderi:® On the 4 of November 1889, thBallas Morning News reports that: Prof. P.A. Sdell conducts a
flourishing academy school of 100 pupils at West Dallas. The school property is valued at $1,000". ° Teagarden
soon is teaching school in Cedar Hillin 1890 Sidell and Teagarden sell off large chusfidis 6.38 acre site
and a few weeks later Teagarden sells his halfasten Sidell's personal lot to Sidell alone. Aipte of years
later Sidell sells Teagarden his half-intereshigirtremaining shared holdings. Teagarden selltisffemaining
acreage in 1894 — after a bond election had overwhelmingly endbfseding a new brickVest Dallas Public
School *2, but long before that new building opened in gedf 1895 This leaves P.A. Sidell with a narrow
strip fronting about 65 feet of width onto Fort WloAvenue. This is the site of P.A. Sidell's paaaesidence
until his death at age 75 in 19301 find no explicit evidence citing an exact ldoatof theMount Airy Academy;,
but my guess places it on this site which was also becomes -- Sidell's private home.

Unfortunately the 1922 Sanborn Insurance nidpi® area has incorrectly drawn property boundiass.
Is uncertain if any of the wood buildings showntleat map of this area might have ever been a sciyplbest
guess points out that school buildings typical ineceough use, tend to wear out relatively quickigd that the
Mt. Airy School was likely demolished (or perhaps remodeled intielBs residence) shortly after the ngvest
Dallas Public School building opened. | find no exact records with mpeaates, and it looks like the lifetime of
the Mount Airy Academy might span — as outer limits — from 1874 to 1895.
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FOOTNOTES:

1. 1933-November-14" Congregational Expansion", an article about the history Western Heights Church of Christ written by Maybelle
Ewing Robinson (1893-1975), originally publishedsinm Foundation ( using this date).
A scanned copy of this article presently appealisemt: "http://www.7Ladders.com/ Coombes/1933-§Bd'.

2. Asone example: 1908-July-24tballas Morning News; page 4;Dallas Social Affairs.

3. 1891-June-?: Dallas Morning News; page 2iocal Notes.

4. Harriett Sue (Churchill) Krayer has been a primsoyrce of information about this Robinson fami§ue happens to be a childhood
neighbor and Rosemont Elementary School classofiaéne. She is a great-great-granddaughter ofadgn and Helen Robinson.
Firstly, Sue Krayer provided me with a copyaur typewritten pages dfiotes about West Dallas — undated, unsigned. These notes appear
to be someone's initial "rough draft", containbignks and "guesses". | interpret that this weenided for revision, never completed.
Sue Krayer further provided me with a copy Bbbinson Family History: Descendants of Gerrard Robinson”, by Robert W. Robinson,
dated 1980, 25 pages — a genealogical and biogaghstory of the Robinson family in America.
This genealogy also refers to a family histonettl Our Ancestors*, written by Maybelle Ewing Robinson, a written Redon account of
unspecified date and unknown length which | havieseen.
There is a tendency for modern historical aot®to date the founding bft. Airy Academy and the neighborhodthurch of Christ to
year 1872. But the first land purchase by MajonjBmin Franklin Robinson is a transaction dateti@&IDecember 1872. (Vol. S, page 38).
With builders to hire, materials to deliver, anuéi spend on construct, it doesn't seem likelytti@Robinson family could have left their
wagon and tents to move into their new house aagesathan the spring of 1873. Thik. Airy school would likely not have started inside
that new Robinson house any sooner than the fal8@8; and the next year" would then date the new construction and fisst af the
school building across the Fort Worth road at mmngo than late 1874.

Page 2 of the 1987 history of the Westerrghtsi Church of Christ and Cemetery written by Shar€hill Krayer contains the odd
statement® The Western Heights Church of Christ building was erected in 1875 and services are till conducted there" — a remark she
buttresses with two footnotes. But this 1875 datesd't fit with the Western Heights Cemetery deielB81, which stipulated that the two
acre site was to be place for the congregati@vsahurch building as well as a graveyard. Ardbiés not match the deed records or other
histories of the wooden Church of Christ sanctdmnmding still standing in the 1900 block of Noitinnetka Avenue. The two footnotes in
Sue's remark cite histories of Texas churcheathker suspect that this 1875 date is actually #te of construction of thdt. Airy Academy,

a building in which thé&Vestern Heights Church of Christ held church services.

5. Reverend Samuel Armstrong, Dr. John H. Ste\aams$ Mary Catherine (Armstrong) Stevens Stepheasainteresting and important figures
in the late 19 century of this district. In the past | have et often about this Armstrong/ Stevens familyeesaly in my "History of the
William Myers Section" , especially Volume 6: The Embry Abstract -- Stevens Park Addition" (2002); and in a further section about the
Stevens family inVolume 14: Addenda” (2009). Copies of these history volumes were dmhad the Dealey Library of tHgallas
Historical Society with a second set also donated toa#as Public Library, downtown ¥ floor Texas & Dallas History division, archived
under their nam@im Barnes Collection.

There are internet versions summarizingeleynents of this material atttp://www.7Ladders.com/WimMyers/Content.htm" — titled
"History of the William Myers Section".

6. 1886-October-10 Dallas Morni ng News; page 4West Dallas Items.
7. Dallas County Deed Records; Volume 94, page 52888ine-¥; Armstrong et al to Teagarden and Sidell, 6.38scr
8. 1887-July-2%8 Dallas Morning News, page 8School Examiners

— lists P.A. Sidell and W.V. Teagarden asigabeen issues certificates and grades by the®@lbunty Board of School Examiners.
9. 1889-November-6tiallas Morning News, page 4pDallas Public Schools.
10. 1891-July-22: Dallas Morning News; page 8{ersonal.

11. Subsequent real estate transactions for the 6r88 gold to Teagarden and Sidell are as follows:
Dallas County Deed Records; Vol. 130; page 60y Stephenson release to Teagarden and Sidell.
Dallas County Deed Records; Vol. 144, page 8901iDec-12th; Teagarden and Sidell sell two parcelgidow E.A. Hill.
Dallas County Deed Records; Vol. 131, page 1B90-Dec-27th; Z.E. Coombes and S.A. Rush rel@eageagarden and Sidell.
Dallas County Deed Records, Vol. 137, page 2830-Dec-2: Teagarden deeds his half-interest in Sidell'sd@idell alone.
Dallas County Deed Records; Vol. 137, page 2890-Dec-27th; Teagarden and Sidell deed a stasetneent to Oak CIiff.
Dallas County Deed Records; Vol. 141, page 58B-5892-Nov-2; Sidell sells his remaining half interest ared éagarden.
Dallas County Deed Records; Vol. 173, page 2894-Jan-20; Z.E. Coombes and S.A. Rush release to TeagarakSidell.
Dallas County Deed Records, Vol. 178; page 1894-Jan-2%" Teagarden sells 3 parcels of 6.38 acre tractV¥.Scripture.
Dallas County Deed Records; Vol. 192, page B841September $4 Teagarden sells his last 70 ft strip to A.W. Btrie.
Dallas County Deed Records; Vol. 209; page 8864June-26; Teagarden release to A.W. Scripture.

12. 1893-October-19 Dallas Morning News; page 8Cost of War.
13. 1895-August-18 Dallas Morning News; page 16\West Dallas School Board.
14. 1930-SeptembeF15 Dallas Morning News; page 13P.A. Sdell, 75, Dallas Lawyer, Dies.

15. Sanborn Insurance maps; Dallas, Texas; 1922 egifiolnme 5; Sheet 582.

(End of Footnotes)



